ROOTS & LEGACY:

DISCOVERING GOD'S HAND IN
OUR FAMILY HISTORY

BY: JRC DAVIS




Discovering God’s Hand in Our Family History

Family is one of God’ s greatest gifts, a reflection of His design for connection,
community, and love. Every family has a story, a rich tapestry of experiences,
lessons, and blessings woven together by the hand of God. This Bible study
invites you to explore your family’s unigque story, uncovering how God’s
faithfulness has been evident in the past and how His promises give hope for

the future.

Whether you’ re gathered around a table with loved ones or connecting through
a video chat from different corners of the world, this study is a chance to
deepen your understanding of God’s work in your family history. Through

Scripture, reflection, and conversation, you’ll gain insight into how God
has shaped your family’s journey and how you can leave a legacy of faith for

generations to come.

Why a Faith Legacy Matters

In Deuteronomy 6:6-7, God instructs His people to pass His commands on to
their children:

"These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up."

Faith isn’t just something we practice individually—it’s something we nurture
and share within our families. A faith legacy is the spiritual heritage we
pass on through our words, actions, and prayers. It’s the foundation we lay
for our children and grandchildren, showing them what it means to trust God,

live in His love, and walk in His ways.

In a world filled with distractions and uncertainties, a strong faith legacy
anchors us to God’s unchanging truth. It reminds us of His steadfast love,
His provision, and His purposes for our lives. By looking back at how He has
been at work in our family’s story, we can trust Him more fully and inspire

future generations to do the same.



How to Approach This Study

This Bible study is designed to be flexible and meaningful for any family,

whether you’re meeting in person or virtually. Each session includes:

Scripture: Passages that guide your reflections and discussions.

e Family Activities: Opportunities to share stories, memories, and

meaningful traditions.

¢ Discussion Questions: Prompts to spark conversations about God’s

presence in your family’s story.

e Prayer: Moments to commit your family to God’s care and guidance.

As you work through these sessions, you’ll uncover the ways God has shaped
your family’s past, is working in your present, and will remain faithful in
the future. Together, you’ll build a deeper appreciation for your family’s

history and a shared commitment to honoring God in the days to come.

Let this study be a time to celebrate the blessings of family, reflect on
God’s faithfulness, and renew your hope in His plans. Whether you’re sitting
with grandparents sharing stories or young children discovering their roots
for the first time, may this journey strengthen your bond with one another

and deepen your faith in God.

Let’s begin this journey of faith, remembering the words of Psalm 78:4:
"We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation

the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done."



The Importance of Remembering

Deuteronomy 32:7 — "Remember the days of old; consider the generations long
past. Ask your father andhewill tell you, your elders, and theywill explain
to you."

Exploring God’s presence in our family story and how understanding our
roots can deepen faith, strengthen family bonds, and inspire hope for future
generations.

Reflection Questions:
1. What do you know about your family’s history?

2. How has your family’s story shaped your faith or wvalues?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the gift of memory and the call to remember the days of
old. We are grateful for the family You have given us and the stories
that shape who we are today. Help us to see Your presence in our family
story—both in times of blessing and in moments of challenge. May
reflecting on our roots deepen our faith, strengthen our bonds, and
inspire hope for generations to come. Teach us to honor the wisdom of
those who came before us, and may our remembrance glorify You.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



God’s Providence in Our Beginnings

Read: Psalm 139:13-16 - God’s care in creating each person.

Focus: Reflecting on the origins of your family and celebrating God’s
providence in bringing your ancestors together.

Activity: Create a family tree or share family origin stories.

Discussion Questions:

1. How have the circumstances of your family’s beginnings shown God’s
hand?

2. What are you most thankful for about your family’s roots?
Prayer:

Creator God,
We praise You for the care and intention You put into creating each
one of us. You formed us with purpose and placed us within our families
for reasons that reflect Your providence. Thank You for weaving together
the lives of our ancestors and guiding their steps so we might be here
today. Help us to celebrate the unique ways You have worked through
our family’s origins, and may we trust in Your continued faithfulness

to guide us forward. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Lessons from Our Ancestors

Read: Proverbs 4:1-4 - Listening to wisdom passed down.

Focus: Learning from family members’ wisdom, mistakes, and triumphs.

Activity: Share stories of a family member who left a lasting impression
and discuss their impact.

Discussion Questions:
1. What lessons have you learned from older generations in your family?
2. How can you honor their legacy while walking in God’s path?
Prayer:

Father of Wisdom,
We thank You for the lessons You provide through the generations before
us. Their wisdom, mistakes, and triumphs are treasures for us to learn
from. Help us to listen with open hearts to the stories of our elders
and to seek wisdom in their experiences. May we honor their legacy by
walking in Your ways and passing on godly wisdom to those who follow

us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Finding God in Family Traditions

Read Joshua 4:6-7 — Creating memorials to remember God’s faithfulness.

Focus: Identifying traditions and rituals that reflect God’s presence in
your family story.

Activity: Reflect on or participate in a meaningful family tradition.
Discussion Questions:
1. What family traditions have helped you see God’s faithfulness?
2. How can you create new traditions that honor God?
Prayer:

Faithful God,
Thank You for the ways You reveal Yourself through family traditions
and rituals. Like the stones of remembrance in Joshua’s time, our
traditions point to Your faithfulness throughout the generations. Help
us to identify and cherish these moments, seeing them as opportunities
to teach future generations about Your goodness. May our family rituals
always reflect Your presence and glory.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Overcoming Challenges Through Faith

Read Romans 8:28 - God works all things together for good.

Focus: Acknowledging struggles and hardships your family has faced and
seeing God’s work in them.

Activity: Share a story of a challenge your family overcame and how it
strengthened faith.

Discussion Questions:
1. What struggles has your family faced?
2. How have you seen God bring good from those challenges?

Prayer:

God of Redemption,
We thank You that in every challenge and hardship, You are at work,
bringing good from what seems broken. As we reflect on the struggles
our family has faced, remind us of Your faithfulness in sustaining
us through them. Help us to trust that even in difficulty, You have
a purpose and a plan. May we find strength in our faith and hope
in Your promises, knowing that You work all things for good.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Celebrating Diversity in Our Family Stories

Read Galatians 3:28 - Unity in diversity through Christ.

Focus: Exploring the cultural, spiritual, and personal diversity in your
family’s history.

Activity: Share cultural or spiritual practices unique to your family.
Discussion Questions:

1. What unique traits or traditions make your family special?

2. How do these reflect the beauty of God’s creation?
Prayer:

Lord of Unity,
We celebrate the diversity within our family, knowing that every
culture, personality, and experience reflects the beauty of Your
creation. Thank You that in Christ, we are united despite our
differences. Help us to appreciate the unique aspects of our family’s
history and to see how You have worked through each story. May our
unity in Christ shine as a testimony of Your love and grace.

In Jesus’ name,Amen.



Leaving a Legacy of Faith

Read 2 Timothy 1:5 - Faith passed down from generation to generation.

Focus: Reflecting on what kind of legacy you want to leave for future
generations.

Activity: Write or discuss a “family faith statement” to pass down.
Discussion Questions:
1. What spiritual legacy has been passed down to you?

2. What do you hope future generations remember about your faith and
family values?

Prayer:

Faithful Father,
We are humbled by the faith that has been passed down through
generations before us. Thank You for the legacy of faith in our family
and the opportunity to continue that legacy for those who come after
us. Guide us to live lives that reflect Your love and truth. May
we be intentional in planting seeds of faith, so future generations

may know and trust in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Embracing God’s Plan for Our Family

Read Jeremiah 29:11 - God’s plans for hope and a future.

Focus: Trusting God with the future of your family and committing your family
to His will.

Activity: Spend time in prayer as a family, asking for God’s guidance for
your family’s future.

Discussion Questions:
1. What hopes and dreams do you have for your family?
2. How can you trust God to guide your family’s story?
Prayer:

Sovereign Lord,
We trust in Your plans for our family, knowing that You have a purpose
for each one of us. Thank You for the hope and future You promise in
Your Word. Help us to surrender our desires to Your will, trusting that
You are leading us in the best way. May we walk in obedience, seeking
Your guidance in every decision, and entrusting the future of our family

into Your loving hands. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Conclusion: The Eternal Family

Read Revelation 7:9 - Every nation and tribe worshipping together in
eternity.

Focus: Remembering that our earthly family points us to the eternal family
we have in Christ.

Reflection Questions:

1. How does the hope of being part of God’s eternal family inspire
you today?

2. How can your family story reflect God’s glory?
Prayer:

Lord of All Nations,
We rejoice in the promise of eternity, where people from every tribe
and nation will worship together as one family in Christ. Thank You
for reminding us that our earthly family points to the eternal family
we have in You. Help us to live with this eternal perspective, cherishing
the time we have together and sharing Your love with others. May we
always look forward to the day when we will be united with You and with

all believers in perfect harmony. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Closing Activity: Create a family time capsule with prayers, photos, and
reflections to revisit in the future.

Ideas for a Family Time Capsule
Creating a family time capsule is a meaningful way to preserve memories,

reflect on your family’s faith journey, and leave a legacy for future
generations. Here are some ideas for what to include:

Faith and Spiritual Reflections

Family Prayers

Write down prayers for your family’s future, thanking God for His
faithfulness and asking for His continued guidance.

Favorite Bible Verses

Have each family member select a verse that holds special meaning and
write a short explanation of why they chose it.

Testimonies of Faith

Share stories of how God has been present in your family, such as
answered prayers, moments of provision, or times of growth.

Letters to Future Generations

Write letters sharing your hopes, dreams, and blessings for the family
members who will one day open the capsule.

Family History and Memories

Family Tree

Include a simple family tree or a list of ancestors to give future
generations a snapshot of your roots.

Photos

Add printed photos of the family, including group pictures, special
events, or everyday moments.

Favorite Recipes

Write down cherished family recipes that bring back memories of shared
meals.

Stories and Traditions

Record a few family stories or explain traditions that are meaningful
to your family.



Everyday Life Snapshots

A List of “Current Favorites”

Have each family member list their favorite songs, books, movies, or
hobbies.

Family Handprints or Signatures

Trace everyone’s handprints or have each person sign their name with
a date.

A Family Day in Review
Write down what a typical day looks like for your family right now.
A Family Video or Audio Message

Record a message to your future selves, sharing your hopes and dreams
for the family.

Faith-Based Artifacts

Church Bulletins or Programs

Include bulletins from special church services or events your family
attended together.

Devotional or Journal Pages

Add a few pages from a shared family devotional or personal journal
entries reflecting on your faith.

A Small Cross or Symbol of Faith

Place a meaningful object, like a cross or prayer card, to reflect
your family’s faith.

For Fun and Connection

Predictions for the Future

Have everyone write down guesses about what the world or family might
be like when the capsule is opened.

A “Family Favorites” Playlist

1. Create a list of songs that are meaningful or fun for your family
to enjoy together.

A Family Motto or Scripture Theme

Write down a phrase or Bible verse that captures your family’s mission
or values.



Instructions for Opening

Date to Open the Capsule

Choose a date for opening the time capsule (e.g., 10, 20, or 50 years
in the future).

A Note of Encouragement

Leave a note reminding your future family to celebrate God’s
faithfulness as they look back on the memories.

Container Suggestions

e Use a sturdy, waterproof box or container to protect your items.

e Label it clearly with “Family Time Capsule” and the intended opening
date.

e Store it in a safe, accessible place like an attic, closet, or church
archive.
This time capsule will serve as a tangible reminder of your family’s history,

faith, and love, connecting the past, present, and future with the unchanging

faithfulness of God.



Tips for Gathering and Preserving Family Stories

Capturing family stories is a meaningful way to preserve your family’s legacy,
celebrate shared memories, and honor the experiences of those who came before
you. Here are practical tips to help you gather and preserve these valuable
stories:

1. Prepare and Plan

e Set a Purpose: Decide what kind of stories you want to gather—faith
testimonies, life lessons, family traditions, or significant
milestones.

¢ Choose the Format: Decide if you’1ll collect stories through interviews,
written accounts, audio recordings, or videos.

¢ Create a Comfortable Setting: Whether in person or via video chat, choose
a time and place where everyone feels relaxed and open to sharing.

2. Ask Thoughtful Questions

Prepare open-ended questions to encourage storytelling. Examples include:

e What is one of your favorite memories from childhood?

e How has your faith shaped your life and decisions?

e What is a lesson you learned from your parents or grandparents?
e How has God shown His faithfulness in your life?

e Are there family traditions that hold special meaning to you?

3. Involve the Whole Family

¢ Encourage Participation: Invite all family members to contribute, from
the youngest to the oldest.

e Group Discussions: Organize family gatherings to share stories and spark
conversations.

e Assign Roles: Let someone be the recorder, another the interviewer, and
others the storytellers.

4. Use Technology

¢ Record Stories: Use a smartphone, tablet, or recorder to capture audio
or video.

¢ Transcribe Conversations: Convert recordings into written form for
easier sharing and preservation.

e Digital Archives: Store stories in cloud-based platforms for safe,
long-term access.

5. Capture Visual Elements

¢ Photos and Documents: Scan old photographs, letters, or documents to
complement the stories.

e Family Albums: Create photo books with captions or explanations of the
stories behind the pictures.

e Artifacts: Preserve meaningful objects, like recipes, heirlooms, or
handmade crafts, with written notes about their significance.



6. Be a Good Listener

¢ Let Stories Unfold Naturally: Allow storytellers to speak without
interruption.

e Express Interest: Show genuine curiosity by asking follow-up questions
and expressing gratitude for their sharing.

¢ Respect Emotions: Be sensitive to emotional topics and let people share
at their own pace.

7. Preserve in Writing

¢ Family Journals: Start a shared journal where everyone can contribute
stories, reflections, and memories.

e Storybooks: Compile stories into a printed book or digital format for
future generations.

¢ Faith Testimonies: Encourage family members to write down how God has
worked in their lives.

8. Incorporate Storytelling into Family Life

e Family Nights: Dedicate evenings to sharing stories around the dinner
table or during holidays.

¢ Seasonal Themes: Use occasions like Thanksgiving or Christmas to reflect
on blessings and family traditions.

¢ Faith Conversations: Share stories of God’s faithfulness during family
devotionals or prayer times.

9. Preserve for Future Generations

¢ Time Capsules: Include family stories in a time capsule to be opened
by future generations.

e Digital Backup: Save copies of stories on USB drives or cloud storage.

¢ Genealogy Projects: Use platforms like Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.org
to link stories with your family tree.

10. Celebrate and Share

¢ Create Keepsakes: Turn stories into scrapbooks, wvideos, or a family
website.

¢ Hold Storytelling Events: Host a family reunion or online gathering
focused on storytelling.

e Pass it On: Share the completed collection with family members to keep
the stories alive.

By intentionally gathering and preserving family stories, you not only honor
your family’s past but also strengthen connections in the present and leave
a lasting legacy of faith and love for future generations.



Resources for Exploring Family History

1. Genealogy and Research Tools
Ancestry.com

A comprehensive platform for building your family tree, accessing
historical records, and connecting with distant relatives.

FamilySearch.org
A free resource provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, offering tools for genealogy research and access tomillions
of records.

MyHeritage

o Offers DNA testing, family tree building, and a vast collection
of historical documents.

FindAGrave.com

o A database for locating grave sites, cemetery records, and related
family details.

National Archives

o Provides access to federal records, including census data, military
service files, and immigration records.

2. Journaling and Storytelling Prompts
Journaling Prompts
What is a favorite memory from your childhood?
How did your family celebrate holidays or special occasions?

What is a lesson or piece of advice you learned from a parent or
grandparent?

Describe the role of faith or spirituality in your family history.
What are your hopes for future generations of your family?

Apps for Journaling

o Day One: A digital journaling app to document stories and
reflections.

o Penzu: A private online Jjournal with customizable prompts.
3. Oral History Tools

Recording Devices

o Use your smartphone, tablet, or adigital recorder to capture family
interviews and stories.



Apps

and Platforms

StoryCorps App: Helps you record, archive, and share family
stories.
Voicememo: Simple voice recording app for capturing conversations.

Question Guides for Interviews

@)
@)
@)

What was life like when you were growing up-?
What challenges has your family overcome?
Are there family traditions or recipes that have been passed down?

4., Historical and Cultural Resources

Ellis Island Foundation

o

Explore immigration records and learn about your ancestors’ arrival
to the United States.

Cyndi’s List

o

A categorized directory of genealogy websites and resources.

Local Libraries and Historical Societies

o

Many libraries offer free access to genealogy databases and local
archives.

Ethnic and Cultural Heritage Organizations

o

Explore resources tailored to specific cultural backgrounds, such
as African American Genealogy (AfriGeneas), JewishGen, or Native
American tribal archives.

5. Creative Family History Projects

Scrapbooking Tools

Time

Platforms like Shutterfly or Mixbook allow you to create family
history scrapbooks or photo books.

Capsule Kits

Assemble a family time capsule with keepsakes, stories, and
memories for future generations.

Digital Family Trees

o

Use tools like Family Tree Maker to design and print detailed family
trees.



6. DNA Testing Kits

AncestryDNA

o Provides ethnicity estimates and potential relative matches.

23andMe
o Offers genetic testing for ancestry and health insights.
LivingDNA
o Focuses on detailed regional ancestry and family connections.
7. Faith-Based Resources

Bible Journals

o Use journaling Bibles or notebooks to record how faith shaped your
family’s story.

Church Archives

o Explore baptism, marriage, and funeral records maintained by local
churches.

Books on Faith Legacies
o Generations: Passing on Your Spiritual Inheritance by Preston

Gillham
o Offers guidance on leaving a faith-filled legacy for future

generations.
8. Online Communities and Forums

Genealogy Forums

o Websites like Genealogy.com or RootsWeb offer places to ask
questions and share findings.

Social Media Groups

o Facebook groups like “Genealogy Addicts” or “Family Tree Builders”
provide support and resources for family history enthusiasts.

By using these tools and resources, you can uncover the richness of your

family’s story, preserve its legacy, and pass down the wisdom and faith that

have shaped your heritage.
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